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ADVERTISEMENT. 

A  HE  Reader  is  refpcclfully  informed, 
that  the  following  fheets  have  been  com- 
mitted to  Prefs  in  the  hurry  neceffarily 
attendant  on  the  Author's  purfuils  in  life; 
and  fo  much  has  been  already  faid  and 
written  on  the  fubjecl,  that,  did  he  not 
confider  it  the  duty  of  every  Friend  to  the 
Profperity  of  this  Realm  to  contribute  what 
he  can,  like  the  Widow's  mite,  to  the  gene- 
ral intereft,  he  mould  not  obtrude  his  in- 
digefted  production  on  the*  Public,  amid  fo 
many  Pamphlets  replete  with  fpirit,  as 
well  as  claffical,  hiftorical,  and  commercial 
'information, 
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JL  HE  Union  now  propofed  to  take  place  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  is  a  iubject 
that,  for  fome  months  paft,  has  much  agitated 
the  public  mind,  and  occupied  no  inconfider- 
able  degree  of  fpeculation.  The  advocates,  for 
the  mealure,  have  their  views,  their  hopes,  and 
their  interefts  ;  its  adverfaries,  their  fears,  their 
jealoufies  and  fufpicions.  The  probable  ten- 
dencies, operations  and  effects  of  this  propor- 
tion, (hall  be  inveftigated,  in  the  following 
fheets,  with  that  coolnefs  and  difpallion  which 
the  ferioufnefs  of  the  matter  fo  emphatically 
requires  ;  and  although  the  fubject  has  been  al- 
ready moft  ably  handled  by  gentleman  whole 
profeflional   purfuits  peculiarly   qualify   them  for 
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the  tafk  of  refuting  a  work,  faid  to  be  frefh 
from  the  minifterial  anvil,  yet,  as,  in  a  com- 
mercial ferme,  the  addition  of  a  comparatively- 
trivial  fum  may  conduce  to  the  refponfibility 
of  the  common  flock ;  fo,  the  fubfequent  obfer- 
vations  may  lead  to  fome  further  elucidation 
of  a  queftion,  at  once,  involving  the  Rights 
and  Intcrefts  of  an  imperial  Realm,  whofe  an- 
cient fovereignty  withtfood  the  fhock  of  ages, 
and,  like  the  rock,  againft  whofe  folid  bafe  the 
impetuous  furges  have,  for  centuries,  ineffec- 
tually exerted  their  fury,  braved  the  intrigues 
and  ftruggles  of  furrounding  powers,  to  fub- 
vcrt  her   Conftitution. 

When  North-Britain  acceded  to  the  Union, 
her  finances  were  narrowly  circumfcribed;  fhe 
had  an  ungrateful  foil  to  cultivate  -,  her  re- 
fources  were  in  all  refpefts  crippled,  as  a  na- 
tion, and  thus,  had  fhe  every  intimidating  dif- 
ficulty to  combat;  and,  although  it  was,  in  this 
fituation  of  her  affairs,  apparently  her  leading 
intereft  to  embrace  the  proffered  conditions, 
with  promptitude  and  avidity,  yet,  prefling  as 
were  her  circumftances,  me  approached  the  Eng- 
lifh  Minifter  with  caution  and  diftruft.  With 
the  houfe  of  Hamilton  foremoft  in  her  train  of 
champions,  ihe  difputed  the  political  ground, 
inch  by  inch,  with  firmnefs,  until  the  paltry  fum 
®f  20,540],  17s.  7d.  divided  among  the  hungry 
natives,  became  the  price  of  her  Legislature  and 
dignity  among  nations.  How  has  fhe  expe- 
rienced 


rienccd   the  confcquences  ?    Like  the  unfortunate 
maid,   whom    fpficioUfl   promifes,    glittering    bi- 
bles,   and  all    the  artillery    of  long-practiicd    . 
dudtion,   had   fatally    led   away    from   the    paths 
of  innocence  and  virtue;   Scotland  has  not  ceafed, 
from    the  hour  of  that  compact's  ratification,  to 
weep  over   her    misfortunes,    and    pour    execra- 
tions  on    the   memory   of  her    venal    betrayers. 
But   even  thus  bought    and    feduced  to   political 
turpitude   and    felf  debafement,    how    have    the 
conditions   been,    on  the   part   of   England,   ad- 
hered   to  ?    Not  with  the   fcrupulous   fidelity  of 
nations !    not  with  that  integrity  that   mould  ever 
Hand  binding  between  man  and  man !    but  with 
the   bafe     duplicity  of    a   Change-alley    broker ; 
for,   from  the   period  of  finally   fettling  the  co- 
venant,   to   its  operation  (including    a    fpace   of 
many  months)   the   Englifh    merchants,  looking 
on  the  colonial  imports   into   North-Britain  with 
an  invidious   eye,    in   order   to    counteract   any 
benefit    immediately    arifing   to    her    from    the 
Union,    clandeftinely    feized    the  opportunity  of 
the  interval  to  glut  their  ware-houfes  with  Ame- 
rican  merchandise.      In   the   exemption    from   a 
malt- tax,    as  exprefsly  and  bona  fide  articled   for, 
South- Britain  has  not   treated  the  United  North 
with    more   caudour  or    honefty  ;    and,   at    this 
moment,  fhe  labours  unblufhingly  to  violate,  in  her 
open  parliament,  the  ninth  article  of  the  Union, 
by  impofing  on  all  Scottifli  lands  -the  fame  high 
additional  rates  as    in    England  , — that  is,  one- 
tenth 


4 

tenth  part  of  the  rent,  if  exceeding  two  thoufand 
pounds  a  year,  although  the  article  already  quoted 
unequivocally  ftipulates   that  "  in  all  land-taxes, 
Scotland  Ihall   only   pay  in   the  proportion  that 
forty-eight  thoufand    pounds    bear    to  one   mil- 
lion, nine   hundred  thoufand   pounds  *  and  yet 
her  fapient  Peers,   as  if  born    "  to    fnore  away 
debates    in     Parliament,"    never    once  animad- 
verted on   this  grofs  violation   of  Rights !   What 
wonder,    then,    that,    in  feveral    towns   of   that 
country,   the  fight  of  a  guinea   is,   at  this  day, 
as   great  a   novelty,    as   a  tree    in   the   idea  of 
Doctor  Johnfon,   who  fays  that,   to  behold  a  trse 
in  Scotland  is  as  novel  as  to  fee  a  coach  in  Ve- 
nice !   In  fine,    what  do  all  thofe  retrograde  fteps, 
operating  on     Scotland,   prove  ?    That,    with   a 
formidable    and    mercenary   army,    at   his   nod, 
and  the  treafury   at  his  elbow,    the  Minifler  of 
the  day  may,  at  any  time,  trample  on  any  terms 
or   conditions,  which,  for  the  accomplifhment  of 
his   views,  he  may  think   it  expedient    to  offer, 
But   in    the   flourifhing    ftate,   in   which   Ireland 
was    by    benignant   nature   defigned   to   attract 
the  notice   and    refpect  of    foreign  nations,    and 
with  ample  refources   within  herfelf  of  being  great 
in  commerce,  great  in  agriculture,   great  in  po- 
pulation,  great   in    every   fpecies   of  internal  in- 
duftry ;    with   encircling    fhores   fwarming    with 
the  luxuries  of  the  deep ;   with   a   foil  rich  and 
productive  beyond  infular  competition,  with  na- 
tives adequate   to   all  the  important  purpofes  of 
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hufbandry,  navigation,  commerce,  and  i] 
does  flic  flam  I  in  need  of  any  terms  in 
of  England  to  propofe,  to  i 
render  of  her  invaluable  rights  as  they  Rand  <: 
blifhed  by  antiquity,  and  fancYificd  by  1  nee 

itulf,   ulio  fingled   her  out,  as  an  highl  I     I 

land,  to  be  the  envy  of  her  neighb  the 

pride  and   boa  ft  of  her  Children  ?  it   not 

better  become  the  policy  of  Great  Britain,  to  b 
for  ever,  in  oblivion,  the  idea  of  this  lingrattful 
and  irritating  meafure,  particularly  at  a  junc'ur: 
of  fuch  tumult,  commotion,  and  diiorder,  than 
thus  ungracioufly  to  obtrude  it,  amid  the  high 
ferment  and  misfortunes  with  which  the  country 
is  already  but  too  fatally  overwhelmed  ? 

—    ■         "  Prius  prcedat  componere  fluilus/' 

It  is  affirmed  that  the  Union  is  calculated  to  hufh 
the  popular  ftorm,  by  cementing  the  Irifh  com- 
munity in  the  bonds  of  peaceful  industry,  and  con- 
fequent  profperity.  Induftry  and  profperity  are 
dcfirable  bleffings,  no  doubt;  but  how  are  they  to 
be  profecuted,  or  attained?   furely  not  under  tlie 

ad  of  infurrecYion  !  and  that  bringing  forward  at 
this  time  a  propofition  of  fuch  dangerous  magni- 
tude, will  re-animate  the  almoft-dead  embers 
commotion,  is  ferioufly  to  be  apprehended  !  May 
the  Sifter  Kingdom  in  found  policy  employ  her 
wifdom  to  conciliate,  not  inflame,  to  clofe,  not  to 
widen,  the  breach,  through  which  fuch  a  torrent 
of  public  calamities  has  illued  upon  the  innocent, 
as  well  as  the  guilty,* in  1798  !  And  may  no  im- 
pious 


pions  hand,  in  the  career  of  fuperiority  and  power, 
dare  to  renew  the  blaze  of  woe  and  horror  that  has 
already  confumed  i'o  many  lives,  which  might  be 
employed  in  the  prefling  bufinefs  of  the  empire* 
and  laid  fo  many  fair  ihuctures  level  with  the 
dutt  I — It  mull,  truly,  be  admitted,  that  it  would 
be  for  the  tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  realms  to  unite  ail  parties,  religions,  and 
iecls,  in  amity  and  confcious  duty  to  the  common 
iutereft  of  all ;  and  it  muft  be  equally  the  wifh  of 
every  rational,  unimpaflioned,  and  moderate  man, 
that  Ireland  mould  invariably  cleave  to  the  Sifter 
Kingdom,  as  her  faithful  Sifter y  and  tmfhaken  ally  y 
but  no  friend  to  the  independence  of  Ireland  can 
fo  far  forget  her  innate  dignity,  as  for  a  moment 
to  wifh  her  degraded  to  a  Eritijb  Province  I 

It  is  probable,  indeed,  that  the  Southern  parts 
©f  the  kingdom,  particularly  Cork,  might  be  very 
confiderably  benefited  by  the  Union ;  but  partial, 
are  never*  in  wifdom,  to  fuperfede  general,  advan- 
tages. While  the  Eaftern  and  Northern  parts 
would  be  ftripped  of  commerce,  population,  and 
credit,  deprived  of  their  trading  finews,  their  life, 
fprrit,  and  energy,  Dublin,  the  fecond  city  in  the 
Empire,  that  long- admired  feat  of  opulence,  fplen- 
dJQinr,  and  magnificence,  muft  become  a  melan- 
choly defert — a  miferable  Bankrupt  in  wealth  and 
aggrandizement  I  The  languid  pulfe  of  its  trade, 
arts,  and  manufactures,  to  the  contemplative  eye, 
already  appears  to  make  an  awful  paufe,  nearly 
bordering  on  political  dillolution.    The  lofty  ftruc- 
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tures  that,  io  every  part  ofthifl  great  and  populous 
city,  now  excite  admiration,   na.it  bencc  fall 
ruin  i  and  the  (plendid   habitations  of  ho:, 
elegance,  and  talie,  fuik  into  hovels  oi  t), 

poverty,  and  vulgar  rclVicYion  on  liberality  and 
refinement.  Pcrfons  who,  on  the  ftrength  of  fpecu- 
lation  and  probability,  have  expended  ample  c 
tals  on  Euildings  in,  and  near  the  Metropolis,  muii 
behold  their,  fortunes  loft  for  ever;  and  the  humane 
and  generous  founders  of  Hofpita's,  and  the  inlii- 
tutions  of  great  pith  and  moment,  in  the  confi do- 
ration  of  found  fenfe,  morality,  and  religion,  of 
utility,  and  ornament,  (hall  experience  no  better 
reward  than  to  fee  the  work  of  their  hands  (land  ia 
lazy  ftate,  unoccupied  and  unregarded,  fave  by  the 
idle  paiTenger ! — What  a  fcourge  then  mud  the 
Union  prove,  if  not  feafbnubly  fcouted  from  the 
land! 

We  are  allured  that,  as  the  youth  of  ancient 
Rome  derived  the  advantages  of  philofophy  and 
every  mental  pre-eminence  from  the  Schools  o.f 
Athens,  fo  the  youth  of  this  realm  are  to  be  pro- 
portionately advantaged  by  the  free  intercourfe 
with  the  Britilh  Capital,  confequent  on  the  ratifi- 
cation of  this  hallowed  treaty. —  Credat  Judaeu>% 
Apella.  Non  ego  ! — To  this  aiTertion  the  reply 
is  perfectly  eafy.  Let  us  afk  what  literary  acquire- 
ments are  poflibiy  to  be  gleaned  from  this  ;■■ 
pofed  ill-featured  connection  in  future,  (admit * 
the  full  operation  of  the  Articles  of  Union,  even  to 
the  entire  fatisfa&ion  of  the  Minifterial  Pamph le- 
tter) 


0 

teer)  that  our  young  gentlemen  have  not,  at  this 
moment,  an  equal  accefs  to,  and  appear  not  as  free 
to  us,  as  the  literary  inftitutes  were  then  to  Rome? 
and  fo  far  from  any  accefTion  of  mental  energy  or 
daflical  refinement  to  our  School  or  Academical 
refources  ai  home,  an  awful  diminution  of  fcience 
in  Ireland  mu'ft  tread  on  the  heels  of  an  Union, 
and  our  young  Hibernico -Briton*  like  Gay's  Tra- 
velling Monkey,  will  return  home,  puffed  with 
pride  to  polifh,  but,  in  the  event  of  ftubborn  Irifh 
folid  fenie,  to  be  laughed  at,  while  he  happily  opens, 
for  his  country's  imitation,  the  wonder-working 
lectures  of  fome  Cockney  Pedagogue,  or  to  illu- 
mine more  unboundedly  the  minds,  and  invigorate 
the  bodies  of  Irifh  youth,  comes  forward  with  the 
clinching  arguments  of  a  Mendoza ! 

And,  let  me  here  afk,  what  mighty  arcana  can 
London  unfold,  that  the  Capital  of  Ireland  difplays 
not  f  Or  is  it  "  Darknefs  vifible"  with  us,  when 
the  Meridian  Sun  of  Science  pours  the  refiftlefs 
day  of  intellectual  light  on  that  prototype  of  the 
Graces — John  Bull  ?  "  Stultus  ego  huic  noftra: 
iimilem  Meliboee  putavi."  I  imagined  there  was 
nothing  on  the  Britifh  Bench,  nothing  in  the  Britifh 
Seminaries,  nothing  fo  like  Hybla's  honey  flowing 
from  the  lips  of  a  Britifh  Senator,  that  Ireland  could 
not  produce  in  her  Univerfity,  her  Courts  of  Judi- 
cature, and  her  Houfes  of  Legiflation  !  but  it  is  the 
gifted  province  of  Britifh  Conjurers  to  fee  more  than 
other  men ;  and  as  the  Romans  termed  all  other 
nations  barbarous,  not  immediately  harmonized  by 
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Rome,  fo  every  Biiton  prefumes  on  a  fuperiority 
of  intellcvSt,  though,  at  the  moment  of  his  arrogance, 
fallen  beneath  the  notice  of  any  man  blcft  with  a 
ray  of  the  divinity  of  Science ! 

It  is  on  all  hands  confefled  that  our  Uaiverfity 
can  boaft  of  men  as  eminent  for  the  liberal  func- 
tions of  literature,  as  Oxford,  Cambridge,  or  any 
other  fimilar  eftablifhment — thar  our  Courts  of 
JulVice  are  as  illunYiouily  filled  both  as  to  Judges 
and  Barrifters — and  that  our  Senate  glows  with  as 
much  eloquence  as  that  of  the  neighbouring  Sifter. 

The  flowing  coptoufnefs  of  a  Burke,  that,  like  a 
torrent,  fwept  away  oppofition,  in  its  bold,  yet 
fafcinating,  career ;  the  glowing  fire  of  a  Sheridan, 
that  flafhes  conviction  upon  recreant  greatnets;  the 
animated  and  honey-flowing  periods  of  a  virtuous 
Moira,  that  fend  all  their  force  and  majefty  di- 
rectly home  to  every  auditor's  breatt.  ;  all  thefe 
patriots  and  orators,  all  thefe  loud  aflertors  of  hu- 
man prerogative,  owe  their  birth  and  literary  fame 
to  our  country,  next  to  the  bounties  of  liberal  na- 
ture. Britifh  poetry,  hiftory,  and  all  the  Attic  ele- 
gancies that  fix  the  character  of  a  Swift,  a  Gold- 
fmith,  a  Murphy,  &c.  &c.  &c.  derive  their 
original  tranfeendency  from  this  land. 

The  boards  of  Drury-lane  and  Covent-garden 
have  witnefled  the  plaudits,  the  fwelling  peals  of 
enthufiaftic  applaufe,  that,  like  their  (hadows  in  the 
noon-tide  fun,  fo  infeparably  attended  a  Sheridan, 
a  Moffbp,  and  a  Barry,  while,  at  this  day,  they 
owe  their  brilliancy,   in  a   fuperior  degree,  to  the 
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lrifh  Sock  and  Buftvin.  Need  we  farther  remind 
our  defamers,  that  from  Ireland,  however  treated 
like  a  ftepchild  or  a  foundling,  they  draw  the 
finews  of  their  naval  and  martial  glory  ?  The  re- 
public of  letters,  in  Britain,  (till  derives  energy  and 
light  from  lrifh  genius. 

We  arc  told,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  that 
lrifh  education  will  acquire  much  aid  and  orna- 
ment, in  confequence  of  the  Union!  What,  is  it 
by  depriving  our  academical  youth  of  the  high 
advantages  of  attending  the  debates  in  Parlia- 
ment, that  they  are  to  be  inftructed  in  practical 
elocution  and  the  laws  of  their  country,  or  that  they 
are  in  any  refpect  to  be  illumined  ?  Is  it  by  being 
precluded  admittance  to  the  richeft  fources  of  po- 
litical information  ?  The  fineft  fentiments  robed 
in  the  moll  attractive  garb  of  refiftlefs  eloquence, 
where  the  fweets  of  a  Tully  and  the  thunder  of 
a  Demofthenes  now  charm  the  heart  and  impref- 
fively  ftrike  the  judgment,  that  the  young  man 
can  be  cultivated,  or  the  maturity  of  age,  in 
the  citizen  and  country  gentleman,  can  acquire 
pleafure  and  inftruclion  ?  Should  we  be  robbed  of 
our  Legiflature,  adieu  to  thofe  brilliant  advan- 
tages !  Farewel,  for  ever,  to  our  confequence 
among  nations  \  a  long  and  laft  adieu  to-  thofe 
prime  bleflings  lavifhed  on  us  by  Nature's  God  ! 
but  to  fell  thsm  to  ambition  !  Gracious  Heaven,  was 
it  to  fport  it  away,  with  the  wanton  prodigality  of 
a  gracelefs  heir,  that  our  virtuous  forefathers  pur- 
chafed  our  independence  with  their  blood  ?    Was 
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it  for  this  inglorious  furrender,  that  death  and  fa- 
mine, fire  and  fword,  captivity  and  their  path 
wounds,  fo  eloquent  on  the  verge  of  fate,  met  them 
at  Derry  ?  Was  it  for  this  renunciation  that  the 
far-recorded  Boyne  was  empurpled  with  their 
gore?  That  Athlonc  and  Aughrim  rivalled  the 
fame  of  Crefly  and  Agmcourt  P  and  that  Lime- 
rick beheld  the  political  horizon  cleared  of  every 
cloud  that  coward  tyranny  could  impofe  ?  Is  there 
one  heart  within  this  realm  fo  inglorioufly  dead  to 
the  divinity  of  Freedom  as  to  iloop  to  the  half 
vnjfalage  of  an  Union  ?  If  there  be,  he  is  no  lrifh- 
man.  Is  there  a  man  fo  lolt.  to  a  fenfe  of  his  own 
importance  as  to  witnefs  the  ratification  of  this 
compact  unmoved  ?  If  there  be,  let  him  lurk,  in 
guilty  darknefs,  and  deny  his  country  !  Is  there 
a  pen  that  can  move,  a  mind  that  can  dictate,  or 
a  lip  that  can  pronounce  the  neccility  of  vigilance, 
fortitude  and  peremptory  language,  in  the  general 
caufe  ?  Let  them  now  emphatically  come  forward, 
and,  with  the  bright  example  of  our  anceftors  be- 
fore their  eyes,  (peak  thunder  to  the  enemies  of 
their  natural  inheritance  !  Is  there  on  earth  a 
people  fo  happily  fituated  as  we  are,  for  all  the 
importance,  all  the  enjoyn  e  its,  and  all  the  ele- 
gancies of  life,  that  could  for  a  moment  liften  to 
any  infidious  terms  on  the  fubjecl  of  an  LTnion,  to 
be  the  footftool  of  every  fucceeding  Adminiitra- 
tion  of  England  ?  Do  we  not  fee  the  nullity  en- 
tailed on  Scotland  ?  Let  us,  then,  beware,  nor,  with 
our  eyes  open,   rufh  upon  an  awful  precipice  from 
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which  the  Herculean  arm  of  public  virtue  itfeif, 
in  her  raoft  animated  exertions,  cannot  draw  us 
back  to  fafety  or   honour.      One   magnanimous 
tfand  will  faveus  from  felf-deftrucYion  and  the  exe- 
crations of  pofterity.     Who  then  fo  intombed  in 
felf- contempt,  or  fo  fallen  beneath  the  dignity  of 
his  nature,  as  not,  at  a  moment's  call,  to  throw 
off  every  fatal  lethargy  ?  while  preferring  invio- 
]ate  his  facred  attachment  and  firm  loyalty  to  his 
King  and  the  ConiVitution,  he  cannot,  will  not, 
err  ; — he  mud  rife  fuperior  to  the  machinations  of 
his  adverfaries.     Great  is  the  prize  for  which  he 
contends  :  irrevocable  his  doom — fhould  the  fpoiler 
once  pafs  the  Rubicon — but  to  proceed — 

Another  bkjjing  dancing  on   the  heels  of    this 
immaculate  proportion,  if  carried  into  effecl,   will 
be  the  abfence  of  our  nobility  and  the  great  men 
of  large    landed    property,   drawing    away    the 
fpecie  of  the  kingdom,  the  hard  earnings  of  toil, 
ceconomy  and   felf-denial  ;    to  fquander  it  away, 
with  the  unfparing  hand  of  prodigality,  in  the  more 
congenial   purlieus  of    the   Britifh   Court ;    while 
their  agents  at  home,  too  frequently  a  fet  of  men 
rapacious,    unfeeling  and  oppreilive,  fuck  the  very 
life  blood  of  their  unfortunate  tenants.     Or,  fhould 
they,  for  once,  deviate  into  humanity,  the  powerful 
rhetoric  of  a  bribe  muft  effect  the  hard  work  of 
the  wretched  occupant's  temporary  falvation,  until, 
in  the  end,  his  means  of  conciliation   exhaufted, 
no  price  to  be  had  for  his  live  ftock  or  the  produce 
of  his  farms  j  the  delegated  harpy,  retrained  by 

golden 


'3 

golden  hopes   no    more,   pounces  without    mercy 
on  his  prey  ;  and   beggary — perhaps  a  pri; 
fucceeds    to   co;  and    domeftic    r< 

Defpair  feizes  himfelf  and   his  once-fair 

family — and   this  dire   concatenation   of  calami- 
ties he  owes   to   the  Union. 

"  Hincdcrivatacladcs, 

"   In  patriara  populnmquc  fluxlt'." 

Tt  Is  the  pride   and   generous  ambition  of  afl 
polifhed  nations   to    enjoy    the  amule- 

ments  of  the  flage;   which-,    when  conduct 
liberal     principles,    mends    the  public    mannerb, 
raifes  the  conceptions  to  true   dignity  ;  impreiles 
the  ftamp  of  the  patriot  on  the  fun!,  and  gives 
the  genius  of  the   people  an  elevation  of  ; 
ment  and  dicYion  not  to  be  derived,  in  an  e 
degree,,  from  any  other  department  in  focial   life. 
The  Theatres  of  the  capital  are   canfefledly   of 
this -defcriptiom     No  expenditure    intimidates  the 
Managers  from  enfuring  the  true  Utile  Dulci 
to  the  public ;   and,    while  Ready  to  this  laudable 
-and  (pari ted  conduct,  it  is  the  duty  of  that  public 
to  hold  out  a  fuitable  portion  of  encouragement 
and  protection  to  their  efforts  : — But   what   are 
thele  feats  of  elegant  enjoyment  to  be,    under  the 
aufpices    of    the   Union  ?     The  fons  of  Thefpis 
may    feel,    as   the  clue  of  pathetic  nature 
originally  warm,  melt,  tear,  harrow  up,  or  freeze 
the  foul-,  they  may  faithfully   weep  with   Sh 
.  fpeare,  pine  with  Otway,   *nd  mourn  over  human 
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mifery  with  Rowe.  In  generous  Bevil,  they 
may  delineate  the  dignified  feelings  of  the  moft 
amiable  heart.  They  may  in  all  their  fanciful 
representations,  "  Hold  the  mirror  up  to  nature, 
and  fhew  virtue  her  own  image," — but  all,  alas, 
to  empty  houfes  !  The  blighting  winds  that  waft 
over  the  Articles  (if  fuch  a  malignant  blaft 
fhould  ever  blow)  fhall  nip,  in  the  bud,  the 
fair  harveft  of  their  honeft  hopes ;  and,  thus  de- 
feated, better  had  it  been,  had  they  devoted 
their  early  days  to  fome  manual  drudgery,  where 
neither  wit,  tafte,  genius  nor  education  could 
have  conftituted  one  qualifying  ingredient  in  their 
compofitior.s. 

Here  a  few  queftions  naturally  arife,  the  evi- 
dent reply  to  which,  more  clearly  elucidates  the 
evil  tendency  of  this  threatened  innovation,  as 
the  means  cf  our  imperial  falvation,  equally  oc- 
cur from   their   due  confideration. — 

i.  Should  the  Union  pafs  into  a  law,  and  Ire- 
land  fhould  confequently  have  to    delegate  a 

.  number  of  Peers  and  Commoners  to  the 
Britifh  Parliament,  tantamount  to  that  of 
North- Britain,  is  it  to  be  imagined  that  fix- 
leen  Peers  and  one  hundred  Commoners, 
upon  any  queftion,  involving  the  rights  of 
their  country,  could  make  a  ftand  againft, 
and  carry  a  majority  from  the  minifter,  with 
one  hundred  Peers,  and  five  hundred  and 
thirteen    Commoners    at   his    backj    and    we 

may 


may   throw   the   Caledonian    ph  the 

bargain  ? 

It  were  an  abfurdity  to  fuppofe  that  to  mud 
the  Spartan  virtue  were  yet  unextinct,  as  that  t 
an  inferiority  of  forces,  on  one  fide,  could  ftand  the 
(hock,  againft  luch  a  formidable,  well-difcipiincd 
Corps,  under  the  General's  perfonal  command. 
And  it  is  not  a  rafhnefs  to  pre-fuppofe  a  fhamerul 
tergiverfation  even  on  the  part  of  the  Irifh  Aianipu- 
lus!  The  caufe  of  devoted  Ireland  mull  then  be 
loft,  and  the  moft  infignificant  port,  or  manufac- 
turing town,  in  Great  Britain,  bear  the  palm  of 
fuperiority  and  predilection  from  the  Metropolis 
of  Ireland  ! 

2.  Should  a  long-contefted  fuit,  at  law,  be  at  length 
referred  to  the  ultimate  decifion  of  the  Peers, 
muft  the  litigants,  perhaps  already  exhaufted  in 
money  and  means,  linger  the  moft  part,  or  not 
improbably  the  whole,  of  Seflion  after  Seuion, 
under  all  the  vexatious  contingencies  and  diiad- 
vantages  of  their  fituation  ? 

This  muft  be  fubmitted  to,  or  the  parties  muft 
go  home;  and,  after  entailing  beggary  and  ruin 
on  themfelves  and  their  families,  make  the  beft 
they  can  of—  A  BAD  BARGAIN! 

3.  Can  a  high-contracVing  power,  with  incontro- 
vertible documents  of  fallacy  and  violated  faith 
before  her,  with  fafety  enter  into  any  important 
covenant,  where  (he  has  only  to  cxped  a  breach 
of  that  covenant,  as  foon  as  the  oppofite  power 
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finds  herfelf  adequate   to  be   guilty  of  fuel*  a 
breach,  with  impunity  ? 

The  Lion  in  the  Fable,  on  the  conditional  ac- 
ceptance of  his  marriage  propofal,  was  as  fecure  in 
permitting  his  teeth  to  be  drawn,  and  his  claws 
pared  to  the  quick,  and  thereby  committing  hirr> 
felf  to  the  mercy  of  the  Maiden's  father,  without 
protection  or  refource,  as  the  Men  of  Ireland  in 
furrendering  their  LegiQature,  behind  whofe  fhield 
alone  they  can  promife  tbemfelves  fecurity  from 
the  wiks  of  a  time-ferving,  adventurous  Premier! 

4.  Admitting  that  we  were  unequivocally  and 
equally  to  participate  in  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain,  on  the  broad  bafis  of  a  reciprocity  of 
impofts,  are  we  yet  mature  enough  in  the  means. 
of  fuSiciently  extending  fuch  tinrefl rifted  com- 
merce, under  fuch  a  prefluje  of  taxes  ? 

The  dawn  of  our  leading  importance,  overcaft 
by  fo  many  political-  lowerings,  could  not  for  fome 
centuries  at  leafty  if  ever,  emerge  to  the  genial 
funfhine  of  that  commercial  extenfion  which  we 
at  this  day  enjoy.  And  if  there  were  even  a 
probability  of  good  faith  from  the  Mininer,  does 
not  good  policy  require  that  we  hold  fait  that 
which  we  have,  left  we  ultimately  lofe  the  fub- 
iknee  for  the  fhadow,  and  being  unable  to  fwim 
without  a  cork  (a  fufficient  capital),  fink  for  eyer 
as  a  trading  nation  ? 

5.   Whether  does  it  better  fuit  the  wifdt>m  and 
confequence  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people, 

to 
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to  bury  all  [CftloufiCJ  and  contentions  on  the 
fcorc  of  Religion  in  eternal  Night,  and  by  fuch 
means  overthrow  the  infernal  fyfl  m  of  divide 
et  impera,   or   to    form    Party    \  ibtifll 

rejlritiive  AJcendancy  Rcfolutions  \  pufh  from  the 
doors  of  freedom  and  tolerance  every  other  1; 
of  men  not  aifimXated  by  peculiar  badges,  i 
at    fuch    a    crifis  as    the   prefent,   adopting 
maxim  of  "   Concordia  ret  parv<z  crefcunt? 
tread  underfoot  all  invidious  didincYionS}  and 
confidering  that  we  have  played  the  fool  too 
long,   and  that  it  is   now  high  time  to  collect 
wifdom  from  the  many  ferious  leffons  received 
in  misfortune's  fchool,  to  embrace  but  one  great 
object — the  general  weal ;  and,  as  if  with  one 
heart — one  wifh — one  arm,  to  meet  this  minis- 
terial, many-headed  Hydra,  and,   by  an  heroic 
Unanimity,  crufh  her  beyond  revival  ? 

I  would  not  here  be  mifunderftood  to  infinuate 
the  propriety  of  recurring  to  any  means  inconfiftenc 
with  publictranquillity  and  focial  order.  Too  fatally, 
and  too  long,  have  wefelt  the  dire  effects  of  felf-con- 
flituted  Legiflators,  and  the  Myrmidons  of  Power, 
let  loofc,  like  bloodhounds,  on  life  and  property, 
with  Draco's  code  in  one  hand,  and  fire  and  fword 
in  the  other — fome  embattled  againil  the  fanctity 
of  the  laws,  others  againft  the  reverence  of  hoary 
age,  the  hallowed  rites  of  religion,  the  puiity  of 
virgin  innocence — the  fanctuaries  of  peaceful  in- 
dustry and  domeftic  repofe — fetting  whole  diitricts 
in  one  indifcriminate  blaze  of  ruin — dragging  from 
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the  Altar,  with  the  Eucharift  elevated  in  his  hands4 
the  Minifter  of  God — wantoning,  with  favage  bar- 
barity, around  the  conflagration  of  the  confecrated 
Temple  of  the  Divine  Prefcnce !   and  feafting  on 
the  lacerated  heart  of  a  fellow-creature,  with  the 
greedy  fatisfaclion  of  an  Indian  cannibal  over  the 
fallen  body  of  his  victim  foe !    While  humanity 
drops  the  tear  of  fympathetic  tendernefs  over  thofe 
fcenes  of  defolation  and  death,   it  mult   equally 
wifh  to  draw  the  veil  of  forgetfulnefs  over  the 
caufes  that  produced  the  melancholy  effects;  and 
oppofe  every  tendency  to  the  renewal  cf  the  fame 
horrid  exceiTes,    whofe  fatal  veftiges  the  falutary 
hand  of  patriotic  virtue,  aided  by  favouring  Hea- 
ven and  healing  time,  may  yet  obliterate,  and  ftill 
render  us  a  profperous  people,  if  we  now  wifely 
and  firmly  retain  the  means,  nor  confign  ourfelves 
to  degradation,  and  the  moral  impoflibility  of  re- 
covering from  our  late  convulfions. 

May  it  not  be  fair  to  afk,  how  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  this  kingdom  are  fo  little  to  be  depended 
on,  or  collectively  fo  dangerous,  that,  in  order  to 
bridle  their  ambition,  and  difarm  their  hands,  this 
new  fyftem  muft  take  place  ?  Had  the  body  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  been  that  ambitious  and  danger- 
ous enemy  to  the  State,  which  their  revilers  would 
infmuate,  this  more  dangerous  alternative  were  irre- 
levant, and  the  remedy  worfe  than  the  difeafe;  but, 
unfortunately  for  the  caufc  of  mifreprefentation  and 
dark,  defigning  obloquy,  the  majority  of  that  people 
has  too  great  a  flake  to  hazard,  by  any  attempt,  or 
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the  moft  remote  vvifli,  to  fubvert  the  exifting  go- 
vernment, under  which  they  have  been    i  berated 
from  thofe  galling  (hackles  which  they  patiently 
bore,  under  the  combined  terrors  of  profcripti«ns, 
forfeitures,  difqualifications,  and  corporal  penalties, 
until    a  benign  and   enlightened  Legiflature  faw 
their  loyal  acquiefcencc,  and  entered  on  the  mag- 
nanimous work  of  reftoring  them  to  the  rights  of 
men.     On  the  prefent  occafion  it  is  not  religion, 
but  national  dignity,   national  profperity,  national 
rights,  that  arreft  the  vigilance,   and   excite  the 
anxious  fears  and  diftrufts  of  that  great  body,  in 
common  with  the  reft  of  their  countrymen. — What 
were  the  independent  Barons  who   laid  the  foun- 
dation  of  our   glorious   Conftitution,    by    forcing 
magna   charta   from  the  Tyrant,  King  Jolm  r 
Roman   Catholics.      Who  conftitutcd   th^   majjr 
part  of  our  political  Saviours,  by  incorporating, 
felf-armcd,   and   felf-fupported,   in  one  folid,  im- 
pregnable army,  of  volunteers,  when  the  common 
intereft  fwelled   every  breaft  with   heroic  enthu- 
fiafm,  and  every  man  became  a  ibldier  in  defence 
of  his  country  r*    Roman  Catholics.     Away,  then, 
with  ill  founded  calumnies !    If  the  peafantry  and 
unlettered    undifcerning   people  of  that   commu- 
nion, unfortunately  embarked  on  the  tempeiluous 
ocean  of  inturrtctk.n  and   daring  atrocity  to  ilib- 
vert  the  government,  and  with  it  the  liberties  of 
their  country,   th<-y  were    g  aded   only  by  men 
actuated  by  fome  afpiring  hopes ;  others,  by  the 
worft  of  motives,  that  of  tempting  them   to   the 
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precipice,  and,  like  the  Author  of  Evil,  whew 
once  made  Cure  in  the  diabolical  work,  leaving 
the  wretched  offenders  to  their  unhappy  fate, 
with  the  view  of  involving  the  whole  body  of 
Poman  Catholics  in  one  common  ruin,  and 
fhutting  them  out,  for  ever,  as  aliens,  traitors, 
and  apoftates,  from  the  peal  of  a  Conftitution  to 
which  they  would  have  them  fuppofed  to  be  irre- 
concilably hoftile  !  but  they  have  partly  fallen  into 
the  pit  they  dug  ! 

Montefquien,  that  great  political  authority  and 
critical  inveftigator  of  governments  and  laws, 
affirms  that  "  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion  is 
beft  of  all  adapted  to  the  monarchical  form  of 
government — that  of  the  Proteftants  to  the  repub- 
lican ;" — and  he  might  have  gone  a  little  further, 
and  added,  that  his  particular  mode  of  worfhip 
does  not  confine  the  Roman  Catholic  to  any  par- 
ticular form  of  government,  however  attached  to 
monarchy  by  principle,  and  a  conviction  of  its 
iuperior  excellence,  that  the  hand  of  nature  has 
implanted  in  his  breaft  the  love  of  liberty  and 
independence  as  ftrongly. operative  as  in  the  frame 
of  any  other  religionift,  or  feclary  1  it  being  his 
invariable  Creed  in  Politics — that    . 

"  For  forms  of  government  tho'  fools  conteft, 
"  Whate'er  is  beil  adminiftered  is  beft." 

This  odious  meafbre  equally  ftrikes  at  the  root 
of  the  Roman  Catholic,  Proteftant  and  Prefby- 
tsrian  intereft.    Then,  the  queftion  is  not,  what  re- 
ligion 
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on  fhall  liave  an  exclufive  right  to  a  feat  in 
Parliament,  but  fh all  we  have  a  Parliament?  Or 
fhall  we  torpidly  acquiefce  in  the  alienation  of 
that  auguft  Affembly  ;  or  fhall  we  not  rather  rally 
round  that  palladium  of  Irifh  liberty,  and  fuppli- 
cate  its  individual  and  collective  energy  to  guard 
their  country's  rights — by  preferving  their  body 
undifmembered  and  unchanged  ? 

The  ariftocratic  and  democratic  branches  of  the 
Legiflature  in  this  kingdom  cannot  at  fo  eafy  a  rate 
as  that  fwallowed  by  the  Caledonian  cormorant?, 
furrendcr  the  boaft  of  their  ancestors,  and  at  the 
nod  of  the  Minifter  become  the  degraded  atten- 
dants on  a  foreign  court,  fiript  of  authority  in 
their  native  foil,  and  with  only  a  fecondary  refpec- 
tability  there !  with  eftates  uncultivated  for  want 
of  cultivators,  or  the  means  of  cultivation,  (the 
means  being  lavifhed  on  the  fripperies  and  follies 
of  a  foreign  refidence,  and  its  long  train  of  ex- 
penfive  concomitants)  with  opprefled  tenants  and 
manfions  tottering  to  decays  they  will  curie  the 
hour  that  they  relinquished  the  blellings  and  dignity 
to  which  public  integrity  had  at  home  entitled 
them.  Let  them,  therefore,  feafonably  come  for- 
ward with  an  addrefs  of  loyalty  and  firm  attach- 
ment to  the  beft  cf  Princes,  fupplicating  him  to 
apply  the  laving  axe  of  his  paternal  care,  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  to  that  per- 
nicious root  from  which  fo  many  public  examples 
are  likely  to  fpread.  On  fuch  an  emergency,  fhall 
not  the  Peer  aflcrt  his  hereditary  dignity  ?  Shall 
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not  the  Commoner  fpeak  out  in  the  manly  tone 
of  free-bovn  independence?  Shall  not  the  banker, 
the  merchant,  the  man  of  landed  property,  fhall 
not  all  ranks  and  defcriptions  of  Irifhmen,  ftand 
centinels  on  the-  great  object  of  their  importance, 
their  legiflature,'  and  fhield  it  from  innovating  out- 
rage, from  every  deformity,  from  every  excre- 
fcence  on  its  beauteous  form  ?  If  we  coalefce,  un- 
der the  banners  of  the  Conftitution,  we  fhall  be 
gracioufiy  heard  ;  but  fhould  we  culpably  deep 
on  cur  ports,  we  muft  lament,  with  our  lateft 
breath,  the  moment  of  our  parricidal  lethargy  ! 

The  effect  of  an  Union  on  that  fourcc  of  ufeful 
and  ornamental  communication,  the  Irifh  Prefs, 
is  to  constitute  another  evil  of  the  moft  forbidding 
and  alarming  nature!  In  all  polifhed  countries  this 
infant  Hercules  has  been  foftered  with  jealous  care, 
left  any  of  his  members  mould  be  difabled  or 
crippled  for  v/ant  of  liberty  and  proper  play  in  his 
cradle.  Thus,  within  the  Britifh  empire  he  has 
attained  fuch  growth  and  ftrength  as  to  (hake  a 
tyrant  on  his  throne,  and  make  the  check  of  con- 
fcious  guilt  turn  pale  at  the  terror  of  his  voice. 
Beneath  his  tutelary  eye  inftruction  and  delight 
blended  their  fweets  by  turns,  and  the  philofophical 
refearches  of  the  literati  of  Europe  pofted  on  the 
pinions  of  the  winds  to  enrich  us,  as  foon  as  iiTued 
into  public  light.  But  now  the  cafe  muft  be  al- 
tered ;  for  the  Britifti  printer,  under  the  law  for 
fecuring  literary  property,  will  avail  himfelf  of 
the  benefit,  in  its  molt  ample  extent,  and  it  may 

not 


not  be  until  after  a  ted  pfe  of  many  yean 

that  we,  people  of  In  lai  d,  il> 

the  fight  of  any  new  publication  (ij  not  fmuggled) 
until  a  fimil.tr  Uatute,  with  its  enormou  ces 

both  to  the  Irifli  piintcr  and  the  Irifh  public,    fhall 
have  operated  here.     However,    under  -ry 

reftrictions,  candour  mull  confefs  that  this  is  not 
the  molt  unjuft  or  unfalutary  plant  germinal;: 
from  the  Union-ftem,  and  that  its  ramifications  arc 
calculated  to  ferve  a  race  of  men — and  women  too 
«— whofe  fole  inheritance  is  their  genius  and  edu- 
cation.— Authors,  having  hitherto  had  no  fuch  fecu- 
rity  for  the  exclufive  right  of  literary  proper 
may  now  find  a  confiding  profpecl  of  bettering 
their  fortunes,  in  confequence  of  the  Union  :  and 
hence  it  may  be  concluded,  in  the  vulgar  adage, 
that  the  devil  himfelf  is  not  as  black  as  he  is  painted  ! 
We  are  flatteringly  aflured  that,  the  Union 
being  once  eftablifhed,  the  doors  to  an  ample  re- 
drefs  of  all  our  public  grievances,  and  caufes  of 
difcontent,  are  to  be  thrown  open  at  an  Englifh 
tribunal ;  but  this  looks  fomewhat  like  feeding  us 
with  an  empty  fpoon  !  It  is  abbreviating  diftance,  and 
thenwg  brevity!  as  if  the  chain  were  ihorter 
than  the  link  ;  or,  that  it  were  more  practical ly 
eafy  to  traverfe  three  hundred  miles  by  land  and 
water,  under  the  mercy  of  wind  and  tide,  than, 
without  thefe  difficulties  and  uncertainties,  to  ob- 
tain fuch  redrefs,  at  home,  from  our  own  Parlia- 
ment ;  for,  furely,  it  mull  be  admitted,  that  the 
more  remote  the  feat  of  judicature,  the  more  diffi- 
cult 
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cult  the  judgment,  both  in  the  purfuit  and  final 
attainment.  Under  all  cafualties  an$l  circum- 
ftances  operating  either  for,  or  againft  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  it  is  not  political  bigotry 
to  aflert,  that,  take  it  all  in  all,  the  beft  Union 
in  the  power  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  eftablifh  in  either 
country,  is,  the  union  of  all  unions,  the 
union  of  hearts  ;  and,  to  effect  this  grand 
defideratum,  all  party-prejudices  and  cabals,  all 
invidious  diftincYions,  ungenerous  diftrufts,  and 
imperative  domination,  muft  give  way  to  a  cor- 
dial coalition  of  the  ftrength  and  induftry  of 
the  empire,  for  the  general  fafety  and  prospe- 
rity. "  Jaundice-eyed  jealoufies  and  ungenerous 
fufpicions  muft  yield  to  confidence  and  amity. 
Mutual  interefts  and  attachments  muft:  rivet 
the  people  to  the  common  caufe.  And,  thus, 
all  parties,  Lutherans,  Roman  Catholics  and 
Calvinifts,  will  be  as  one  body  actuated  by  one 
foul,  loyal  to  the  beft  of  fovereigns,  and  hof- 
tile  to  the  baneful  poifon  of  French  Fraternity, 
French  Organifm^  and  French  Spoliation.  Yes, 
England  !  unite  us  in  fuch  ftrong  bonds,  and 
we  are  infeparably  yours.  Treat  not  your  in- 
eftimable  fifter,  as  Mary,  of  fufpicious  memory, 
did  Elizabeth  $  we  merit  by  far,  better  at  your 
hands.  In  all  your  troubles  and  vexations,  our 
blood  and  treafures  fupported  you  againft  your 
enemies.  We  have  vowed  to  rife  with  your  rife, 
er  to  fall  with  your  fall.  Strive  not  then,  un- 
gratefully 
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gratefully,   to   rife  upon   oMr  ruins.     Purfue  I 
this  pompoua  {but  to  us  grating  —Union — 

as  echo  rolce  in  the  fhade— but  let  it 

fall    away,    lik.v    the     murmurs    of    the    falling 
wind. 

The   Premier  may   have  pious   views  tow,, 
this   country,    no   doubt,    and   we  a  re  fenfible  of 
toe  purity   of    his  zeal  ;    but,    circumftanccd    as 
things   are,    to    perfift,   wou'.d   be   only    copying 
the  practice  of  a   Quack,  obtruding  on  the  pa- 
tient a    fuppofed   poifon,  againtt  w  I  ich  his    tfo- 
mach   rifes,  at  firft  fight,  and  againft  wh:ch,  he 
knows,    if    once  down,    there    is    no    antidote. 
Let    nature,    then,    in     this   cafe,    be    her    own 
phyfician.     Ireland  has  her  falvation  within  her- 
felf;  and,    although   me  has,   for   lbme    months 
pad,   fultained    a   violent   fhock,   her  vital  parts 
are  now   in  a  Hate  of  convalefcence,  and    will, 
in  due  time,  recover  her  native  ftrength,   lb  as 
to  bear  up,   with   firmnefs,  unpropped   and   un- 
supported by  this  political  walking-iVick  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  recommendation. — But  a  further   attempt, 
at   this  noftrum  of  her  loathing  and  abhorrence, 
may,  again,  plunge  her  into  a  perilous  relaple, 
and,   in  fuch  a  fever,   her  parts   being   now  not 
fo   untouched  and  integral,   as  before,   her  con- 
dition may  become  defperate ;  convulfions  may 
feize  her  whole  frame ;  and,  thus,  may  a   faith- 
ful, fond,  and  affectionate  fitter,   be  endangered 
to  carry  a  point,  which  neither  juftice  warrants, 
nor  found  policy  gives  fan&ion   to. 

e  Should 
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Should  the  all-grafping  ambition  of  our  re- 
publican neighbours,  at  any  future  period,  in 
the  reftiefs  fpirit  of  fpoliation  and  dominion, 
aflail  the  tranquillity  of  England,  could  not  the 
loyal  fpirit  of  our  people  be  a*  readily  called 
to  action  under  the  exifting  form  of  their  con- 
stitution, as  under  this  projected  plan  of  inno- 
vation ?  Or  is  there  any  hidden  amulet  in  the 
Union,  that,  on  a  fudden  emergency,  could 
ihorten  the  paiTage  to  a  junction  of  the  Irifh 
and  Britilh  forces  ?  Could  it  fay  to  the  howl- 
ing of  the  tempeft,  "  be  calm,"  or  to  the  con- 
fliding  billows,  "  be  ftill  ?"  Or  could  he,  on  the 
failure  of  vefiels  to  convey  our  armies  beyond 
the  channel,  open  a  dry  pafiage  through  the 
deep,  as  formerly  effected  by  Divine  Omnipo- 
tence, for  the  lfraelites  ?  No,  theie  are  miracles 
not  to  be  expected  either  at  his  hands  or  thofe 
of  his  Cabinet  conjurors,  however  nearly  ap- 
proaching political  omnipotence.  Therefore,  as 
the  Union  cannot  make  us  better  fubjects,  bet- 
ter foldiers,  or  better  citizens,  in  the  name  of 
common  fenfe,  Mr.  Pitt,  let  us  enjoy  our  pre- 
fent  repofe,  nor  revive  the  dying  embers  of 
our  paft  grievances. 

Can  any  man,  converfant  in  the  affairs  of 
this  kingdom,  be  brought  by  the  fophinry  of 
any  writer,  however  poiifhed  his  periods,  and 
high  his  office  in  the  ftate,  to  think  that  the  Union 
would  caufe  an  influx  and  extenfive  circulation 
of  foreign  capital  in  Ireland  ? 

Not 
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Not  a  fingle  fpring  of  commercial  energy  can 
arife  from  the  accomplifhment  of  fuch  a  mea- 
fure,  creative  of  fuch  an  influx  that  wc,  already, 
are  not  in  equal  pofleflion  of,  no  quarter  of 
the  peopled  globe  being  more  advantageoufly 
fituated  for  all  the  purpofes  of  becoming  the 
emporium  of  infular  trade.  What,  though  our 
capital  be  yet  in  a  ftate  of  infant  weaknefs !  the 
invigorating  arm  of  all-maturing  time  will 
ftrengthen  our  own  means ;  our  finances  will 
rife  in  proportion  to  our  induftry,  and  confe- 
quently  our  commerce, 

11  Grow  with  our  growth,   and  ftrengthen  with  our  ftrength." 

And  in  proportion  to  our  population  and  prof- 
perity,  the  Britifh  empire  mult,  ix  toto,  feel  an 
acceflion  of  ftrength  and  power,  not  experienced 
before.  The  inaufpicious  barrier  of  religious  fe- 
paration  (hall  fall  afunder :  our  countrymen  mall 
have  that  liberal  protection  at  home,  the  impo- 
litic deprivation  of  which  has,  to  the  misfor- 
•  tune  of  the  parent  ftate,  fo  long  militated  and 
turned  our  own  arms  againft  us.  The  common 
enemy  fhall  now  invariably  feel  the  ponderous 
efficacy  of  thofe  arms,  if  it  be  the  gracious  in- 
tention of  England  to  divide  us  no  more.  Let 
not  the  champion  of  liberty  be  henceforward  in- 
terrogated if  he  has  fubferibed  to  the  thirty- 
nine  articles,  or  addrefles  the  Deity  in 
church,  chapel  or  kirk.  Under  this  happy  mu- 
tuality of  confidence,    we  fhall    be    cemented. 

The 
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The  plains  of  the  old  and  new  worlds  no  longer 
fhall  behold  the  fubjedt  armed  againft  his  law- 
ful prince;  the  fon  encamped  to  carry  terror 
to  the  father's  breaft  : — but  internal  peace,  un- 
clouded by  an  Union,  fhall  extend  her  filent  olive 
over  every  corner  of  thefe  dominions;  and  the 
fons  of  freedom  fhall  appear  clad  in  terror 
againft  their  foes,  actuated  by  the  nobleft  in- 
centives that,    next  to  heaven,   can  animate   the 

human   breaft public  virtue. 

The  power  of  parliament,  it  muft  be  con- 
felled,  can  do  much,  but  there  is  one  barrier 
at  which  it  ftops  ihort :  the  furrender  of  a 
feptennial  truft,  to  which  furrender  the  houfes 
of  legiflation  are  no  more  adequate  than  the 
truftee  in  private  life  to  delegate  or  transfer 
his  truft.  Here,  the  reprefentative  muft  ad  in 
unifon  with  his  conftituent,  otherwife  the  cove- 
nant muft  be  null  and  void.  If  he  attempts 
to  move  in  oppofition  to  this  leading  principle, 
he  ufurps  an  authority  that  does  not  belong  to 
him ; — but  independently  of  this  conftitutional 
reftricYion,  the  Legiflature  of  this  kingdom  can- 
not— furely  will  not,  ftoop  to  fo  bafe  a  traf- 
fic. Our  Peers  have  the  illuftrious  privileges 
handed  down  by  their  noble  anceftors,  to  tranf- 
mit  pure  and  unfullied  to  their  defcendants^ 
Our  Commoners  cannot  defert  their  princely 
feats — their  natural  authority  and  confequencc 
in  the  arms  of  their  country,  to  dance  humi- 
liating attendance  on  a  foreign   Cabinet,  or  to 

be 
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be  hunted    ck>wn  l)y   a   r./ 
he  lifts  his  voice  in  delen« 
lis    Country. 
The  Commons  being  in  a  great  meafure  i 
pofed    of  the   firit    ornament*-   of    the   Bar,    I 
legal    information    cannot   rail     to   guide 
with  certainty  through  every  labyrinth  in  the 
of    their   opponents   to   throw    before    tl 
puzzle  or  bewilder  their  faculties  to  decide   up 
this  queflion  at  once.     They   poflefs  ample  fc  - 
tunes,  and,  for  the  moil  part,  hereditary   cfiates, 
on  which   they  enjoy  the    Otium   cum    dig    i 
tate,  during   the  recefs   from  the   Courts   and 
Parliament.     In  England,  they  yet  have  no  fiich 
retreats,  though  ablblutely  necefiary  for  the  pur- 
pofes    of    health,   recreation,   and    fludy,     after 
the  harraflmg   and    perplexing  buttle  of  Welt- 
minfter-Hall.     And   here,   the   Ear  prefents   an- 
other  weighty   objection  to  the    Union. 

In  this  kingdom,  every  native  Barrifter  has 
cither  his  relative,  or  cultivated  connections. 
The  junior  Pleader,  if  he  cannot  immediately 
become  the  object  of  popular  notice  in  the 
Four-courts,  ameliorates  his  fortune,  on  the  pro- 
vincial circuits,  where  birth,  or  fomc  collateral 
intimacy,  recommends  him  to  a  brief.  Be- 
yond the  water,  he  has  no  fuch  patronage  to 
hope  for.  Among  Grangers,  all  refpecYively  at- 
tached to  their  particular  advocates,  what  can 
a  young  gentleman  of  the  Irirti  Bar  (be  his 
profeflional   abilities    however   high,)    expect    to 

g 


19 

gi  r,  ?  Accumulated  debts;  while  his  revenues 
do  not  keep  pace  with  his  expenditures.  But 
it  will  be  objected  that  our  Courts  and  Circuits 
are  fti;i,  as  ukia!,  to  be  open  to  them,  and  this 
new  iyftem  will  not  operate  againft  their  practice. 
True ;  the  Courts  2nd  Circuits  will,  as  ever,  be 
cpen  to  their  parfuits  -,  but  neither,  it  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended, will  be  eiTentially  the  fame,  the  Union 
carry  in  g  in  its  train,  a  transfer  of  property,  a 
transfer  of  abilities,  a  transfer  of  power,  and  a 
liamfci  oTJudidal  Avocation!  The  Pleader  of 
practical  eminence  will  endeavour  to  cbtain  his 
delegation  to  the  Englifh  Commons  Home,  where, 
it  is  more  than  probable,  he  will  bring  his  mer- 
chandize to  the  beft  market,  and  unite  with  the 
facra  legh  of  the  Minifter. 

If  England  would  wifh  to  fee  her  ftrength  fufi- 
ciently  augmented  to  (land  the  mock  which  fhe 
acknowledges  the  fuperiority  of  the  French  Re- 
public capable  of  giving — if  fhe  would  ftand  armed 
againft  that  terrific  power  that  impreiTes  confterna- 
tlcn  and  cifmay  throughout  the  whole  progrefs  of 
her  arms,  is  it  by  this  infidious  meafure  fheprefumes 
to  engage  the  bravery  of  this  country  to  fight  her 
battles  ?  No ;  never  can  fhe  win  our  arms  and  our 
hearts,  but  by  fair  and  honourable  dealing.  On 
the  lolid  bafis  of  honefty  can  ihe  alone  expect  to 
erect  the  bulwark  of  her  ftrength  ?   Let  her  drop 

:  odious,  though,  to  herfelf,  precious  project,  all 
at  once,  nor  force  it  on  our  indignant  eyes  I  Long 
have  we  been  cordially  embarked  in  one  bottom 

vita 


V/ith  her,    combating    aga'mft    a'l   her   dangers, 

md    by    all  :jenced   by  all 

her  attachments,  and  devoted  to  fupport  her  io~ 
vereignty  ;  o  fupport   h  r  navy,  and  bid 

her  commc;  .  tm 

every  point  of  the  compafs,  from  the  Scorpion  of 
the  South,  to  the  frozen  regions  of  the  ArcYtc 
Pole  ;  from  the  rifing  to  the  fetting  Sun.  Yc,  if 
in  her  fuperiority,  or  if  ambitioufly  .  in  her 

deportment  fhe  imperioufly  conducts  herfeif  to- 
wards the  men  of  Ireland  ;  fhe  has  nothing  to 
look  up  to  but  apathy,  diftruft,  and  oppofifion, 
inftead  of  animated  regard,  and  a  virtuous  and 
unfhaken  co  ardour  in  her  caufe. 

Serioufly,  mould  the  Minifter  of 
that   the  fons  of  a  fond,   venerable,  and  lib 
mother,  nurtured  in  her  cherilhing  lap,  and  formed 
by  example  to  honour  and  glory,  cannot  p-jliibly 

ok  on  to  fee  her  native  excellence  iniuitcd  or 
debafed  by  any  grafping  hand,  however  -,ed 

to  deeds  of  daring.     1  his  is  an  object  * 
titled  to  his  mature  confideration.   Should  he  over- 
look it,  it  may  coft  him  fome  painful  reflections. 

We  are  with  great  ingenuity,  and  with  th : 
of  a  Courtier,  informed  of  the  wil'dom  t!"  ed, 

and   the  golden  cenfequences   that  d,   the 

Union,  or,  more  properly  terming  it,  incbrp 
tion  of  the  United  Provinces,  after  they  had  thrown 
off  the  Spanifh  yoke ;  but,  how  does  this   I 
incorporation,  or  call  it  by  what  name  you  pic 
apply  to  Iieland  ?    The  effence   remains  (till 
fame.      How,   I  fay,  does  it  fipp 
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under  difcuffion  ?   Each  of  thefe  ftates  was  then 
individually  weak,  both  by  infancy  of  independ- 
ence, and  extent  of  territory.     Nature  had   been 
niggard  of  her  bkfiings  to  each.     Their  common 
proximity,   their  weaknefs,  if  feparate,   and   that 
infertility  of  foil  againft  which  laborious  induftry 
had   to  put  her  ftrongeft  fmews  to  their  utmoft 
ftretch,  .flared  them  in  the  face;  an  incorporation 
was  Xhejtne  quel  non,  the  only  alternative  which  was 
to  refcue  them  from  every  thing  to  be  dreaded  from 
the  peculiarity  of  their  refpedtive  fituations;  and  for 
this  impreffive  reafon  they  agreed  to  their  exifting 
confederation.    With  Ireland,  the  cafe  bears  totally 
a  different  complexion ;  having  from  time  imme- 
morial been  eftablimed,  and  her  Legislature  having 
been  reftored  to  primitive  independence  by  her  vi- 
gour in  1782.  Though  England  would  now  make  a 
bold  effort  for  more  than  even  a  ref.imptlon  of  her  un- 
juitinable  and  arrogant  power;  it  is  not  for  her  to  re- 
fign,  or  to  commit  herfelf  to  all  the  maladies  of  a 
renunciation  of  her  natural  rights  and  imperial  pri- 
vileges.   She  has  not  the  fvvampy,  floating  marfhes 
of  the  United  Provinces  to  encounter.     Enviable, 
not   envying — conferring,   not  receiving,  advan- 
tages— lendirig,  rather  than  borrowing — propping, 
not  propped  by,  Great  Britain,  what  has  fhe  to  do 
with  this  propofed  compact  ? — To  tread  it  magna- 
nimoufly  under  foot — -the  very  moment  it  prefents 
itfeif  for  her  adoption  ;  not  to  throw  her  fortune, 
like  a  defperate  adventurer,  into  the  lap  of  a  nation 
\o  fwallowed  up  in  debt  and  growing  taxes,  that  her 
redemption  falls  little  (hort  of  a  political  miracle — 

If 
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i?  in  human  power  to  effect !  Never,  furely,  tan 
Ireland  hazard  fo  deep  a  game,  where  fhe 
fo  much  to  for ftit — nothing  to  gain.  What  a 
wicked,  what  an  inglorious,  what  a  Ix-lotted  con- 
duct, to  furrender  important  certainty,  for  a  trivial 
uncertainty  ! 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  fuppofe  our  (rives  air 
in   pofff  fiion  of  every  advantage   poll! hi y  to  iffuc 
from  the  Union,  without  the  Union  :   What  would 
they  come  to,   paramount  to  thole  already  within 
our  reach  ?    Is  it  a  free  trade  with  all  the   now- 
neutral  ports  of  Europe  ?  Thanks  to  the  fpirit  and 
expanded   minds  of  a  Grattan,   and  his  virtuous 
compatriots,  we  have  that  already  in  our  hands. 
Is  it  a  Commerce,  free  and  unembarrafied,  un- 
crippled, and  unretarded   by  a  tedious  and  circui- 
tous Navigation  ?   No  ■,  for  that  we  alio  enjoy.     Is 
it  the  Channel  Trade?   Let  that  Rill  retain  its  quo 
Jiatu  nature.     No  Union  would  be  able  futficientlyr 
to  handcuff  the  Englifh  Rider — no  compact  (hall 
ever    be   formed    virtually    to   counteract    Britilh 
monopoly,  or  the  clandeitine  dealings  long  and 
feelingly  experienced   by  this  country,  from  thefc 
fources  of  perfidy  and  wrong!— Aye;  but,  fay  the 
llicklers  for  the  Union,  "  you  fhall  participate  in 
our  Eaft-India  Trade."      Softly,   Mr.  Bull!    you 
too  well  know  our  incapacity  to  avail  ourfelves  of 
that  part  of  the  fiipulation ;  and,  at  beft,  it  would 
be  only  admitting  us  honorary  Members,   without 
any  emolument  or  productive  confequence. 

f  Tht 
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The  Union  of  Wales  with  the  Englifh  peal,  was 
one  of  thofe  revolutions  which,  in  ftates  undivided 
by  the  waters,  have  happened  in  all  ages,  and  will 
continue  to  happen,  while  reftlefs  ambition,  and 
thirft  of  power  and  fubjugation,  actuate  the  human 
breafl ;  and,  as  to  the  cement  of  the  Saxon  Hep- 
tarchy under  one  prince,  and  one  legiflature,  it  was 
an  adoption  of  deliberate  wifdom  and  falulary  defignj 
for,  previoufly  to  fuch  incorporation,  thefe  disjoined 
petty  powers  took  every  opportunity  to  harrafs 
and 'commit  depredatory  exceffes  on  each  other  by 
turns;  until,  at  length,  finking  under  their  own 
machinations,  and  all,  grown  weary  of  a  life  of 
hoftility,  carnage  and  plunder,  they  fought  an 
afylum,  in  the  bofom  of  monarchy,  from  the  mif- 
fortunes  they  had  fo  induftrioufly  created. 

Although  the  refined  cruelties  and  atrocities  of 
the  laft  year  ftamp  the  fanguinary  fignatures  of 
death  and  infuriate  military,  as  well  as  mob  licen- 
tiouihels  in  their  moft  haggard  forms  on  the  actors, 
in  the  feveral  tragedies  of  Summer  and  Autumn  j 
although  the  hiilorian,  the  philofopher  and  mora- 
lift,  (hall  bleed  over  the  complicated  horrors  that 
fhall  occur,  in  every  page  of  that  difaftrous  annal, 
while  they  read — yet,  if  permitted  to  recover 
from  our  wounds,  in  the  bofom  of  returning  tran- 
quillity ;  and  that  lenitives  will  be  feafonably  ap- 
plied, inftead  of  hazardous  corrofives,  all  may 
yet  be  well :  and  ftate  empiricks  will  find  it  more 
effectually  to  their  purpofe  to  cultivate  the  amity, 
arifing  from  fuch  a  meafure,  than,  with  the  fpirit 
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of  an  adventurous  Quixotte,    to  create  ciifHr . . 

and  animofities,  jcaloufiee  and  da 

n-  t  frill  cherifh  the  fame  good  u  \  and 

live  on  the  fame   terms  of  food  humour  t'nat    we 
heretofore  hare  done ?  Is  not  the  (..  inter* 

COUlfe  of  mutual  good  offices  of  tiadc,  ben 
cxtenfion  of  commerce  and  education,  now  open 
to  US,  as  before — Why,  then,  not  ftill  operate,  as 
ever,  on  the  priftine  bafb  ?  which,  though  Ur 
bearing  the  features  of  aftep-dame's,  not  anavoucd 
filler's,  conduct  is  more  acceptable  than  the  col- 
lected bleflings  of  the  Union— though  conceived, 
delivered,  and  matured  under  the  obftetric  dexte- 
rity of  the  ftate  phyfician  himfelf.  But,  fays  the 
financier,  "  We  have  been  to  this  moment  impo- 
litic fools  ;  we  now  fee  our  paft  mifapplication 
of  advantages,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  lofe  no  more 
time,  but  feriouily  and  ainduoufly  to  fet  about  the 
good  work  of  our  wife  intentions.  Let  us,  there- 
fore, begin  and  break  the  magic  that  kept  us  for 
fo  long  a  period  in  lethargic  inaction.  England, 
like  Csefar,  can  bear  no  equal ;  flic  muft  govern 
in  trade,  in  laws  and  conftitution,  uncontrouled  ; 
her  fwa)  over  Ireland,  as  over  the  reft  of  her  Bu- 
ropi  .ii  and  Indian  colonies,  muft  be  abfolute.  This 
is  the  age  of  political  chivalry  ;  and,  though  fuch 
an  unexpected  revolution  may  tend  to  convuife 
the  neighbouring  kingdom,  when  fnc  has  < 
pletely  exhaufted  her  itrength,  and  nearly  ftormed 
and  fretted  to  death;  yet,  as  the  aggrieved  b.ibe 
whines,  and  pours  out  his  little  foul,    in  all   the 
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impotence  of  dilfatisfacYion  and  complaint,  and 
ceafes  when  unable  to  obtain  redrefs,  and  when 
enfeebled  by  his  cries  ;  fo  fhall  Irifhmcn  fponta- 
neoufly  fettle  into  general  calm,  when  no  longer 
equal  to  the  ftruggles  of  oppofition,  the  language 
of  remonftrance,   or  the  bitternefs  of  reproach." 

"  Here  ceafed  the  youth,  nor  waited  he  reply.'* 

When  the  whole  legion  of  placemen,  penfioners, 
pimps, parafites  and  court  cormorants,  loudly  echoed 
the  dictatorial  founds,  and,  with  ftretched  jaws  never 
before  inftanced,  horribly  grinned  applaufe. 

The  cabinet  of  Saint  James's  Ihould  have  ma- 
turely weighed  the  probable  difficulties  to  be  un- 
avoidably encountered  previoufly  to  the  comple- 
tion of  this  defideratum.  They  mould  have  fore- 
feen  that  a  community,  jealoufly  fond  of  their  na- 
tural prerogatives,  rights,  and  immunities,  would 
not,  without  murmurs  and  oppofition,  without 
bitternefs  and  revolting  minds,  relinquifh  fo  inva- 
luable a  pledge  as  the  Conftitution — but  deeds  of 
hardihood  feem  peculiarly  calculated  to  fignalize 
the  minifterial  puppets  of  the  day,  while  Machiavel 
pulls  the  wires  that  fet  them  in  bufy  motion.  He 
loves  to  fifli  in  troubled  waters — and,  happy, 
thrice  happy,  will  it  be,  for  the  caufe  of  huma- 
nity, if  he  endanger  not  the  repofe  of  thofe  realms 
which  he  would  feem  inclined  to  cement  in  the 
propitious  bofom  of  his  dearly-beloved  Union. 
Irritation,  in  public,  as  in  private  life,  wounds  be- 
yond fufferance,  and  fool- hardy  is  the  man  who 
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commits  honour  and  (afety  lo  the  i  of  pi- 

pular  vengeance.  Bewiiderel  is  thepolitia 
man,  who  wantonly,  and  without  re^ar 
general  fafety,  ventures  on  the 
piize  ! 

Men,  pofTelTed  of  ready  money,  having  nr>  im- 
moveable pledges  in  this  country,  will  embark  for 
the  New  World,  where  tranquillity  and  commerce 
open  their  profperous  arms  for  their  reception!  and 
with  them  will  depart  their  wealth,  as  well  as 
that  of  their  connections.  Though  their  native 
country  mult  be  dear  to  their  breaits,  and  they 
cannot  forfake  it  but  with  pain  and  forrow,  it  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed  that  they  will  remain  to  witnefs 
the  growing  poverty  of  that  once-happy  land, 
where  they  have  been  brought  up  with  fuch 
expectations!  But  with  perfons  having  propertv, 
which  they  cannot  difpofe  of  with  any  readable 
advantage,  the  cafe  mull  be  otherwife.  Men,  who 
expended  great  fums  on  buildings,  will  find  them- 
felves  tied  down,  however  tempting  the  profpects 
beyond  the  Atlantic,  or  alarming  and  difhearten- 
ing  thofe  at  home.  They  mull  therefore  refign 
themfelves  to  their  refpective  hardfhips,  nor  look 
Po'rwurd  with  an  happier  view,  than  a  perievering 
itruggle  againft  difficulties,  which  Nature  never 
defigned  that  they  fhould  encounter. 

Thus  will  our  Senators  occafion  the  downfall 
of  enterprize  and  property,  as  well  as  their  own 
confequence,  by  a  dereliction  of  their  birth-rights. 
With  every  misfortune  evidently  to  follow  this 
contract:  in  legible  characters  open  to  their  in- 
vestigation, 
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veftigation,    may  they,   with   becoming  dignity, 
fpurn   every  infidious  advance  towards  a  fyftem 
fo  replete  with  national  calamity  and  difhonour. 
Their  princely  fortunes  fliould  raife   them  above 
political  proititution.      There  is  not  a   Peer,  or 
Commoner,  within  this  realm,  but,  on  a  fair  ave- 
rage, pofifeffes  a  revenue  fuperior  to  the  whole  pur- 
chate-money  of  the  Scottifh   Conftitution.^-Can 
we  hefitate  to  pronounce  that  country  loit  to  a 
fenfe  of  its  own  importance,  where  fome  of  its 
leading  men  were  bought  over  to  that  furrender, 
for  the  paltry  pittance  of  £.25  each?  But,  if  Fame 
fpeak  truth,  the  prefent  race  of  Scots  pant  after, 
and  are  anxioufiy  bent  on,  an  effort  for  the  reco- 
very of  their  Legiflature. 

It  has  raifed  the  wonder  of  many  men  to  reflect 
on  the  unexpected  injuftice  of  the  Union  towards 
the  brighter!  jewel  in  the  Britifh  Crown;  but  when 
we  look  back  on  the  rejection  of  our  demand  of 
protecting  duties,  and  the  attempt  to  load  us 
with  the  memorable  commercial  propositions, 
both  the  former  and  the  latter,  fo  repugnant  to  our 
intereits,  and  fo  favourable  to  the  clandeiiine  pur- 
pofes  of  the  Englitfi  Rider,  to  glut  our  markets 
with  Englifn  goods,  we  fhall  ceafe  to  wonder  2t 
any  part  of  thofe  injuries  we  have  been  infulted 
with. — To  the  denial  of  protecting  duties, 
the  Irifh  Loom  ftands  indebted  for  its  torpor  and 
decay.  -Hence,  our  ftreets  were  daily  crowded 
with  working  fpec"tres — with  mendicant  artifts — 
who,  at  every  corner,  in  every  lane  and  alley, 
pielented  fcenes  of  indefcribable  mifery,  ragged- 
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ncfs,  and   famimeci- looks;  while  the  tender  ind 
compaffionate   paffengef  was    wounded   with  the 
cries  of  defptir,  without   t!ic   portability  of  a) 
viating  half  the  diftreflei  that  occurred] 

Though  we  have  already  experienced  the  £/W 
intentions  of  an  affeBicnatt  Siller  on  all  occafions, 
yet  no  project  of  her  formation  has  ftftick  fo 
deeply  at  our  vital  parr,  as  the  prefent.  It  is  a 
mortal  aim  at  our  very  exiftence  as  a  nation  -,  and 
the  generality  of  the  people  confidering  it  in  this 
light,  have  made  up  their  minds  upon  the  bufinefs, 
and  though  tenderly  afFedled  towards  the  Throne, 
and  Conftitution,  they  are  hoflile  to  fuch  a  vile 
encroachment.  Hence,  it  follows,  that  they  can- 
not behold  the  boaft  of  their  anceftors  alienated, 
without   a  virtuous   ilrugc'le.     Its   retention   they 

DO 

have  fixed  their  hearts  on.  Their  AddrefTes  are 
ready  to  flow  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
reprobating,  in  the  moll:  pointed  language,  fuch 
an  attack.  And  if  not  itolen  through  both 
Houfes  before  the  fenfe  of  all  defcriptions  of 
people  be  collected  through  the  County- Juries 
on  the  Spring  Circuits,  their  indignation  muft 
loudly  ring  in  every  ear  on  this  occafion,  ac'- 
verfe  to  their  independence. — Turn  we  where 
we  will,    or   enter    into  what    ibcieties    we    mav. 

the  univeiial  cry  is "  NO  UNION  !"  from 

the  man  of  fcience,  to  the  untutored  ptafant — 
from  the  merchant  to  the  artill— from  the  north 
to  the  fouth — from  the  wellern  to  the  eailern 
extremities  of  the  nation,  the  voice  of  Ireland 
is   "  NO  UNION!"— Should  we  be  robbed   of 

our 
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our  glorious  privileges,  fay^they,  what  alterna- 
tive remains,  but  "  to  commit  ourfelves  to  the 
16  terrors  of  the  ocean,  to  plough  an  extent  of 
'*  three  thoufand  milesx  in  fearch  of  a  better 
"  world — a  calm  afylum  from  thofe  ills  that 
M  inevitably  await  us  in  the  lanH  of  our  birth, 
cc  where  we  fondly  hoped  to  clofe  the  evening 
•c  of  our  days,  and  lay  our  bones  at  laft  with 
64  the  afhes  of  our  parents,  relatives,  and  friends. 
"  Thrice  happy  dead,  who  lived  not  to  fee  the 
"  day  of  this  deflation  !  Happy  had  we  been, 
"  had  we  accompanied  you  to  your  fepulchres, 
•*  then  we  had  not  witnefled  the  calamities  def- 
"  'tined  to  mark  the  progrefs  of  the  laft  and 
'*  prefent  year."  Let  us  not  defpond,  my  Coun- 
trymen. Our  Senators  rife  fuperior  to  fuch  a 
furrender.  They  know  the  confequence  too  well, 
to  fubmit  to  a  time  ferving  meafure  of  this  nature. 
Nor  is  it  in  the  noble  mind  of  our  Viceroy  ever 
to  give  fanction  to,  or  promote,  any  covenant  that 
could  fully  his  dignified  reputation  as  a  Statefman, 
and  Representative  of  Majefty.  With  days  full 
of  well-earned  honours,  venerated  through  life, 
and  the  theme  of  every  tongue  in  this  king- 
dom, where  he  is  looked  up  to  as  to  our  political 
Saviour,  he  will  not  tarnilli  his  glory  by  leaving  ic 
in    ^aractcrs  of  braf%  on  the  records  of  infamy — 

THAT,  IN  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  MARQUIS 
CORNWALLIS,  THE  IMPERIAL,  KINGDOM  OF  IRE- 
LAND WAS  CURSED  WITH  THIS  MOST  BANEFUL, 
OF    NATIONAL    EVILS \N    UNION!!! 

TI-Lg    END. 


